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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT UNIVERSITY LUTHERAN CHURCH during this Lenten season. We invite you to join us in our African-American Liturgy as a way of recalling all of the suffering and pain of a people who for centuries have cried out for justice and freedom.  As we wade in the water of our baptism today, we hear again the good news of God’s salvation, and the call to journey with Jesus to the cross.

WE WELCOME EVERYONE TO THE LORD’S TABLE to receive God’s gift of forgiveness and the powerful freedom of a new life in Christ.  Please come down the center aisle, proceed to the communion rail, and kneel or stand at the first open space.  Hold out your hand to receive the bread.  Gluten-free wafers are available.  Please indicate your desire at the time you are offered the bread. You may drink either from an individual glass, which will be served first, or from the chalice.  The individual glasses in the center of the tray contain grape juice.  An acolyte will pass by to pick up your individual glass.  In the spirit of continuous communion, please return to your seat via the side aisles after you have drunk from the glass or chalice.  After everyone has been served at the communion rail, the ministers will serve anyone in the pew that is unable to come forward.  Please indicate your desire in this regard to the pastor.  Children who commune at their home congregation are welcome to receive the elements. Please indicate your desire in this regard to the pastor.  Parents who desire that their children not receive communion may bring them forward for a blessing.
PLEASE INDICATE YOUR ATTENDANCE at worship today and your participation at the Lord’s Supper by completing the enclosed Worship Registration form and placing it in the offering plate.  Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the lounge after the service.
LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS are available for your use during the worship service.  You may pick one up in the lounge.

CHILD CARE is available in the Nursery for children of any age.  Ask the usher for directions.

OUR PRAYERS are for our homebound, and for those in need of healing in body, mind or spirit.

TEXTS FOR NEXT SUNDAY:   Joshua 5:9-12; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32.
Third Sunday of Lent


February 28, 2016
Prelude

Improvisation on “McKee”





SERVICE OF CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Confession


P:
Gracious God, according to Isaiah, you are a God of mercy and abundant pardon, whose love is steadfast for all peoples and all nations.  We trust in your love and faithfulness, and come to you with a longing for freedom from our sins.  In the spirit of repentance, we confess our sins and ask for your forgiveness.





(Silent Confession)

   
 P:
God of our salvation,

   All: We confess to you that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.   We have not loved you with our entire being.  We have not loved our neighbors as we have been loved by you.  We have served other gods before you.  We can complain about what you have or have not given us.  We know that we indulge in things of this world that do not please you.  We take delight in our affluent lifestyle and stand by as the gap between those who are rich and those who are poor grows wider.  In so many ways, we put you to the test without thought or merit.  Forgive us, and grant us your peace.

Absolution


P:
Given that God’s thoughts and God’s ways are not our thoughts and our ways, we trust that God forgives us for all that we have done to turn against God and pursue our sinful ways.  In this freedom, we recommit ourselves to a life of repentance and seek ways that will bear good fruit in this world.

    
C:
Amen.





SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
 (Please stand as you are able)

Processional Hymn
“My Lord, What a Morning!”
Songbook,  Pg. 19




(Face the cross as it is carried forward)
Greeting


P:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 



Holy Spirit be with you all.


C:
And also with you.

Kyrie


“I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”
Songbook,  Pg. 6



Prayer of the Day

A:
Let us pray together:

     C:
God of our everlasting covenant, you have promised to be with us forever and to love us without end.  Grant to us your Spirit, so that we may devote our lives to you and seek to make all of our relationships right in your sight.  Give us the faith and courage to resist the ways of this world and lead lives truly worthy of repentance.  We pray in the name of Jesus, our rock and salvation.  Amen.

 (Please be seated)

First Lesson

Isaiah 55:1-9

  Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.  Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.  Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.  See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples.  See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of your God, the Holy One of Israel, who has glorified you.


Seek God while God may be found, call upon God who is near;  let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to God, who has mercy on them, and who will abundantly pardon.  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says our God.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.


L:
Holy Wisdom.  Holy Word.

C:
Thanks be to God.

Psalm
 Hymn
“Guide My Feet”
Songbook, Pg. 36




(Verse 3)
Second Lesson

1 Corinthians 10:1-13

 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ.  Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.


Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play."  We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents.  And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer.  These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come.  So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and God will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing God will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.


L:
Holy Wisdom.  Holy Word.

C:
Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

Response
“In the Name of Jesus”
Songbook, Pg. 39
Gospel


Luke 13:1-9

At that very time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. Jesus asked them, "Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did."


Then Jesus told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none.  So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it.  If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’"


P:  The Gospel of the risen Christ.


C: Thanks be to God.

(Please be seated)

Sermon

(Please stand)

Hymn of the Day
“Over My Head”
Songbook, Pg. 20
Prayers of the People

Exchange of Peace


P:
The peace of God be with you always.

  
C:
And also with you.

(Please be seated)

Children’s Sermon

Offering/Musical Offering
“Psalm 130”
Paul O. Manz





Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee, O Lord.





Lord, hear my voice:





Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.





If Thou, Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, Lord who shall stand?





But there is forgiveness with Thee that Thou mayest be feared.





I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait,





And in His word do I hope;





My soul waiteth for the Lord





More than they that watch for the morning.





Let Israel hope in the Lord for with the Lord there is mercy,





And with Him is redemption,





And He shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities.


(Please stand)
Offertory

“Welcome Table”
Songbook, Pg. 30
Offertory Prayer


A:
Let us pray together,

     C:
God of abundant love, you have blessed us with enough to be sustained in this life.  Help us to grow in our love for one another by inspiring us to share our good fruits with those who would benefit from the fruits of our labor.  We also ask you to bless this bread and fruit of the vine that will give us the strength to stand firm in our faith and endure the trials and tribulations of this world.  We pray in Jesus’ holy name.  Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer


P:
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the 

way.  In times of anguish and despair, you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love 
and light.  In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity.  The cry of the poor has become your own cry. Our hunger and thirst for justice and righteousness is your own desire.  

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to those who are afflicted, 
to break bread with those who are outcast and despised, and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.



In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke 



it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body given for you.  Do 




this for the remembrance of me.



Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  




This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 




forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.


Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus shall 




return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 



Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 




with the wisdom and courage to pursue love and justice in all the world.  Join our 

prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of Jesus, our Christ, 


through whom all glory and honor are yours, both now and forever.

     C:
Amen
Lord’s Prayer


Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

(Please be seated)

Communion Distribution 





“Hush, Hush, Somebody’s Calling”
Songbook, Pg. 43




“Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning”
Songbook, Pg. 15




“In Christ There is No East or West”
Songbook, Pg. 9
(Please stand)

Communion Blessing

      P:
May the body and blood of Jesus, our Christ, strengthen our faith, increase our hope, and give us the power to resist the temptations of this world.

    
C:
Amen
Post Communion Hymn (sing refrain, verse, and refrain again)
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Post Communion Prayer

     A:
Let us pray together:

     C:
God of faithfulness, we give you thanks for the pardon that we have received through this holy meal.  We understand that your way of forgiveness is a divine way of making peace, and we pray that your way may become our way for a more peaceful world in which to live.  Fill us with the Spirit of Jesus so that we may stand firm on this spiritual rock as we face all of the challenges of this world that tend to lead us astray from doing your will.  Grant us the faith and courage for one more year to demonstrate that we can live according to your will and bear the good fruit that you desire.  We pray in the beloved name of Jesus.  Amen.

Benediction

     P:
Go forth into the world with God’s blessing and draw upon the rock of Christ in loving your neighbor, pursuing God’s justice, and making peace a way of life.  God’s peace be with you.


C:
Amen

Closing Hymn
“Oh, Freedom”
Songbook, Pg. 21

Dismissal

   A:
Go in peace, bearing fruit that is well and good.

   C:
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Improvisation on “Keep Your Lamps”
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
SUNDAY SCHEDULE

  9:30 AM         Service of Holy Communion 


10:30 AM
Fellowship Hour in the lounge

11:00 AM
Adult Forum in the chapel


11:00 AM
Sunday School upstairs

11:00 AM
New Member Orientation in the sanctuary


11:00 AM
Quilter in Rm 208


11:00 AM
Centenary Legacy Ad Hoc Committee in the library

AT THE ADULT FORUM TODAY, John Gienapp will continue the series on Pope Francis’ encyclical, “Laudato Si,” with a presentation and discussion on the third chapter in his book, “The Human Roots of the Ecological Crisis.”  Come and hear about the human contribution to the global crisis that has informed Pope Francis in writing this encyclical and publishing it in book form so that the general public would have access to his findings and recommendation.  The Adult Forum meets at 11:00 a.m. in the Chapel.  Copies of the book are available in the church office, or see Ruth Munger for a copy.  The suggested donation is $13.00.  

THE FEBRUARY SPECIAL OFFERING IS the ULC Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. This Fund is used to help people who come to the church office and request some kind of assistance for a particular need.   The request always is an opportunity to find out what is happening in the person’s life, and to make suggestions about how the person could get assistance from other professional sources.  Your contribution to this Pastor’s Discretionary Fund this month would help to seed this Fund throughout the course of this year. Over the past 5 years, an average of $800 per year has been distributed to people in need out of this Fund. If you would like to contribute to this ministry you may use a Special Offering envelope in the pew, make your check out to ULC, and earmark it for Pastor’s Fund.  Thank you for whatever you can give to support this ministry of hospitality.

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES are being held on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel for the next four weeks.  We will be using Holden Vespers for our liturgy and celebrating Holy Communion.  At each service, a member of the congregation will be sharing a reflection based upon an excerpt from Pope Francis’ book, “On Care for Our Home,” along with a psalm to support this reading.     As a part of your Lenten journey, you are encouraged to set aside this time for worship and gather in this meditative space to reflect upon your life and your place in the cosmos.

IT IS TIME TO ORDER EASTER LILIES!  We have ordered lilies from LaVassar again this year.  The price is $17.50 each.  If you would like an Easter Lily in honor of a loved one, please sign up on the Worship Registration Form and write in the name or names.
ON EASTER SUNDAY, beginning at 8:00 a.m., everyone is invited to come to the Easter breakfast in the Fellowship Hall to share in this special meal prior to the worship service at 9:30 a.m.  Members are asked to contribute to the breakfast by bringing egg dishes, fruit, and juice.  Please sign up on the Worship Registration form if you can bring one of the items.  The youth will help to set up and serve.  Donations will be received to subsidize the youth activities for this year.  Be sure to invite your family and friends for this special Easter breakfast.  If you have any questions, please contact Sam Rennebohm.
WE NEED SIGN UPS FOR FELLOWSHIP HOUR for April through June.  If you are interested in providing treats and/or setting up on a particular Sunday, please indicate the date you would like to serve on the back of the Worship Registration form. 
WE NEED HOSTS FOR OUR SMALL GROUP FELLOWSHIP during the Easter season for 3 weeks (April 3 – 23) in order to reflect upon the theme, “Looking Back and Moving Forward.”  Per our tradition, we would prefer to meet in the intimacy of people’s homes if possible.  If you would like to host a small group in your home on a given day and at a certain time, please let the office know or sign up on the Worship Registration form by Monday, April 4 so that people will have time to sign up for a specific small group during the month of March.

LOIS MOE EASTER AND SPRING CARDS will be available for purchase in the lounge after the worship service.  There are new spring cards so stop by and see them.  If you have any questions, please see Joan Overland.
A U-DISTRICT RACIAL EQUITY PROJECT WORKSHOP is being held at University Heights TODAY from 2:00 to 5:30 p.m.  Participants will view the film, “The House I Live In,” followed by a dialogue about how incarceration is related to institutional and systemic racism.  The workshop is free and open to the public.  To register, google University Heights Racial Equity and follow the prompts.
ELIZABETH GREGORY HOME is hosting an Open House and Dedication of the new Wellness Center this Saturday, March 5, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., with a ribbon-cutting ceremony @ 3:00 p.m.  Come and join in the celebration of this new space that includes two accessible showers, a health room, a classroom, offices, and a state-of-the-art computer center.  If you are unable to make the event on Saturday, there will be tours of the new facility on Sunday, March 6 at 11:00 a.m.   

OUR CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR, Mari Mitchell-Putnam, will be at the Lutheran Staff Association Conference Sunday, March 6 through Wednesday, March 9.  She will be back in the office on Thursday, March 10.
ATTENDANCE was 103 last Sunday.
NEXT SUNDAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS ARE:  Altar Guild –  Nona Taylor & Linda Maschhoff; Acolytes – Natalie Crowner & Gabe Pehrson;  Asst. Minister – Sue Tong; Children’s Sermon – Theresa Magelssen; Communion Assts. – Rick & Sharon Reuter, Liz Herlevi, & Theresa Magelssen; Lectors – Rick & Sharon Reuter; Ushers – Linda Maschhoff, Jan Orlando, Scott & Theresa Magelssen; Greeter – Alice & Jack Peterson; Fellowship Hour:  Daniel & Stacy Crowner; Counters – Larry Gockel & Katie Saltanovitz; Courtesy Driver – Vic Ensz.

EVENTS OF THE WEEK
	 Monday (2/29/16)


	  9:00 AM
	Monday Morning Maintenance Crew
	Whole church

	
	  1:00 PM
	Staff Meeting
	Pastor’s office

	
	  7:00 PM
	Teen Feed
	Fellowship Hall

	
	  8:30 PM
	ULu Shelter
	Fellowship Hall

	Tuesday (3/1/16)

  
	  6:00 AM
	NCBC Prayer Meeting
	Rm B6/8

	
	  9:00 AM
	Sanctuary Art Center – Drop In
	Rm 205

	
	10:00 AM
	English in Action
	Rm 200

	
	12:00 PM
	Tenants Meeting
	Library

	
	12:00 PM
	Women Coming Home AA Group
	Chapel

	
	12:30 PM
	Sanctuary Art Center – Bridge Prog.
	Rm 205

	
	6:00 PM
	ULu Shelter
	Fellowship Hall

	
	7:00 PM
	Worship & Arts Committee
	Library

	Wednesday (3/2/16)

	  6:00 AM
	NCBC Prayer Meeting
	Rm B6/8

	
	11:00 AM
	Sanctuary Art Center – Zine Prog.
	Rm 205

	
	6:00 PM
	ULu Shelter
	Fellowship Hall

	
	7:00 PM
	Lenten Worship
	Chapel

	
	8:00 PM
	NCBC Korean Prayer Mtg
	Rm B6/8

	Thursday (3/3/16)

	  6:00 AM
	NCBC Prayer Meeting
	Rm B6/8

	
	  9:00 AM
	Sanctuary Art Center – Drop In
	Rm 205

	
	12:00 PM
	Women Coming Home AA Group
	Rm 200

	
	6:00  PM
	ULu Shelter
	Fellowship Hall

	
	6:45 PM
	Partnership for Youth Justice
	Library

	
	7:30 PM
	Choir Rehearsal
	Chapel

	Friday (3/4/16)

	  9:00 AM
	Sanctuary Art Center – Drop In
	Rm 208

	
	 12:30 PM
	Sanctuary Art Center – Music Aloud
	Rm 205

	
	  3:30 PM
	Quilters
	Rm 208

	
	  6:00 AM
	NCBC Prayer Meeting
	Rm B6/8

	
	  7:00 PM
	Teen Feed
	Fellowship Hall

	
	  7:30 PM
	NCBC English Bible Study
	

	
	  8:30 PM
	ULu Shelter
	Fellowship Hall

	Saturday (3/5/16)
	
	Women’s ULu Shelter ALL DAY
	

	
	6:15 AM
	Serve Bkft at Roots
	ROOTS

	
	8:30 AM
	NCBC Prayer & Small Group
	Rm B6/8

	
	10:00 AM
	Sanctuary Art Center – Drop In
	Rm 205

	
	  2:00 PM
	EGH Open House
	Basement

	Sunday (3/6/16)

	9:30 AM
	Worship
	Sanctuary

	
	10:30 AM
	Fellowship 
	Lounge

	
	11:00 AM
	Adult Forum
	Chapel

	
	11:00 AM
	Sunday School
	Upstairs

	
	11:00 AM
	Quilters
	Rm 208

	
	11:00 AM
	Tour of EGH
	Basement

	
	11:30 PM
	NCBC English Worship
	Rm B6/B8 & Nursery

	
	1:00 PM
	NCBC Korean Worship
	Sanctuary & Nursery

	
	2:00 PM
	NCBC Korean Fellowship Meal
	Lounge

	
	7:00 PM
	Teen Feed
	Fellowship Hall

	
	8:00 PM
	NA Group
	Chapel

	
	8:30 PM
	ULu Shelter
	Fellowship Hall
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